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University of International Business and Economics
International Summer School

PHI 110 Introduction to Philosophy

Term: May 24 - June 24, 2021

Instructor: TBD

Home Institution: TBD

Email: TBD

Class Hours: Monday through Thursday, 120 minutes each day (2,400 minutes in total)
Office Hours: To be determined

Teaching Assistant: TBD

Email: TBD

Total Contact Hours: 64 contact hours (45 minutes each, 48 hours in total)
Credit: 4 units

Course Description:

This course is intended to be a general introduction to both the substance and methods of
western philosophy. Ideally, students should exit this course with both a sense of what sorts of
things philosophers spend their time thinking about and an appreciation of how they go about
that thought. Because of the breadth and depth of philosophical inquiry (both in regards to its
subject matter and its history), we cannot possibly hope to cover everything worthy of
investigation, even in a summary and superficial fashion. What we can hope to do however -
and what we will do in this course - is cover some particular topics of interest that have been a
persistent feature of philosophical discourse throughout the last 2500 years.

Course Goals:

The expectation is that students will leave this course with an understanding of and
appreciation for philosophical study. Ideally, students will recognize that the methods of inquiry
employed in philosophy have application in every area of life, and will leave the course
prepared for more active, critical, and reflective approach when assessing the merits of their
own beliefs and the beliefs of others.

Required Text:

2013. Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings. Seventh Edition.
Edited by John Perry, Michael Bratman, and John Fischer. New York: Oxford
University Press.
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Required course materials:

No course materials are required beyond the required texts. Any material not in the course
textbook will be made available on the course website.

Grading Policy:

Grading will be determined by a combination of class attendance and participation, a course
response paper, quizzes, and the results of your exams.

Participation 20%
Quizzes (Cumulative) 50%
Final Exam 15%
Response Paper (due at the end of week 4) 15%

Grading Scale:

Assignments and examinations will be graded according to the following grade scale:

A 90-100 C+ 72-74
A- 85-89 C 68-71
B+ 82-84 C- 64-67

B 78-81 D 60-63
B- 75-77 F below 60

Course Schedule:

The planned schedule is subject to change as the course progresses.

Date ‘ Notes ‘ Reading Topics

Week 1

Day 1 [22]; [23]; [28] What is Philosophy, and Why Study It?
Day 2 [4]; [16] Physicalist Solutions and Problems
Day 3 [6] Other Solutions

Day 4 [31]; [5] Do Computers Have Beliefs?
Week 2

Day 1 [36]; [21] Personal Identity and the Self

Day 2 [12]; [7]; [17] Knowledge and Justification

Day 3 [9] Cartesian Epistemology

Day 4 [14]; [26] Hume’s Skepticism

Week 3

Day 1 [29] The Problem of Induction

Day 2 [35] Free Will and Determinism
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Day 3 [11]; [10] Free Will and Moral Responsibility
Day 4 Exam
Week 4
Day 1 [13]; [32] Moral Relativism and Its Critics
Day 2 [20]; [10: 530-34] Ethical Theories
Day 3 [25] Challenges to Morality: Plato’s Republic
Day 4 [27]; [8] Justice and Equality
Week 5
Reproductive Labor and Reproductive
Day 1 [34]; [15]; [30] Rights
Day 2 [19]; [24] God and the Problem of Evil
Day 3 [33] Meaningfulness in Life
Day 4 Exam
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Online Possibility:

Due to the on-going pandemic, there is a possibility that in-person courses are changed to
online ones. UIBE ISS will notify the students once the decision has been made.

If the in-person courses are to be changed to online courses, we will make a few adjustments:

1.

Lecture: Each lecture will be uploaded on UIBE’s online learning platform on a daily basis.
Students are required to watch them according to the course schedule.

4/5



o I R

& "
1B
1951 University of International Busi and E

2. Discussion: There will be an open session on ZOOM every week. The attendance of the
discussion is important as it is part of your final score.

3. Office hours: | will release the office hours once the course starts. You are very welcome to
send me emails to book my time. We will have video or audio calls through ZOOM. Please
be noted to book them at least 3 days in advance.
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